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Congressman Charlie Christ recently stopped by Mt. Vernon Elementary School
to learn more about the Lunch Pals program and saw first-hand the impact
it has made on the students.

Lunch Pals program
targeting black mentors
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – To
most elementary school children, lunchtime is a chance to
take a break from books and
to chat and laugh with friends
while munching on fries, pizza
and other cafeteria fare. But
thanks to Lunch Pals, that half
hour means so much more to
some children.
A partnership between
Raymond James Financial and
Pinellas
County
Schools, Lunch Pals is a program that seeks to give students something that young
people can always use: mentoring.
Ron Diner, director of
Strategic Partnerships at Raymond James, said it was about

five years ago that Raymond
James partnered with Mt. Vernon Elementary in St. Pete
with the aim of helping the students there move forward successfully. The principal had
told Diner that the best thing
to do was to simply get volunteers to have lunch with the
children—especially the students who had “limited or no
role models in their lives.”
Over the next couple of
years, Diner rounded up close
to 90 people from Raymond
James to donate their time and
meet with their own personal
lunch pals at the school. Diner
then met with Pinellas County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Michael Grego and asked if
more could be done, and
Grego asked Diner if he could
provide volunteers and men-

tors for other Pinellas
Schools.
Lunch Pals was then
launched to reach out to many
more children in other area
schools.
There are 100,000 children
in the Pinellas County School
system, and more than half are
economically disadvantaged,
Diner noted. Some come from
single-parent homes; some
live in group homes while others are even homeless. Specifically, regarding some of the
schools in south St. Pete,
there’s a big challenge to get
kids to do well in school and
move forward with success.
“So there’s a tremendous
amount of kids out there who
could use somebody,” he said.
See PALS, page 9
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Documentary honors St. Pete’s
black pioneers on WEDU
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
brothers David and Archie
Boston’s documentary “Black
Pioneers of the Sunshine City”
spotlights the history of African
American struggles and successes in St. Petersburg in the
1950s and ‘60s. Originally airing
last Feb., the film is currently receiving an encore presentation
on WEDU.
Their documentary covers
historically significant events
and explores the lives of the people whose activism and experiences contributed to St.
Petersburg’s evolution.
David Boston is the senior
producer and director of the
hour-long documentary and has
been a producer and director
with NBC, CBS, ABC and PBS
television networks.
His brother Archie Boston
acted as the documentary’s pro-

“Black Pioneers of the Sunshine City” spotlights the
history of African American struggles and successes in
St. Pete in the 1950s and ‘60s.
ducer and creative director. A archives for Duke University’s
groundbreaking advertising and Black History at Duke Referdesign professional and retired ence Collection.
professor of graphic design from
David and Archie Boston
California State University, Long grew up in the Gas Plant neighBeach, he is currently focusing borhood and were regulars on
on his art and gathering his aca- 22nd Street South, affectionately
demic papers and design

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Seniors
that attend the Neighborly Senior
Café at the Enoch Davis Center
were given a Valentine’s Day party
to remember last Thursday, Feb.
14.
Seniors were treated to a
home cook meal of turkey, ribs,
squash casserole, baked chicken,
dressing, black beans, rice and
desserts galore, all while being
serenaded by jazz great Henry
Ashwood on the saxophone.
The afternoon’s activities were
provided by Linda Watson, whose
father attends the senior group
dining program. For a few years,
she would fulfill her monthly
Order of the Eastern Star community service duties by providing a
luncheon for the seniors, but she
eventually moved on to other projects.
When the director of the program asked her to come back, she
felt honored to serve her elders.
Since 2013, the Valentine’s Day
party has been on her and her volunteers’ calendars every year.
“I like senior citizens; I love
them,” Watson said.
Watson and her mom, dad and
aunt, cooked the meal and made
sure each senior in attendance
went home with a small present.
Since she does not fundraise,
everything from the food, entertainment and gifts comes out of
her pocket, but giving back is
nothing new.
She has been serving her community for more than 30 years.
Watson explained that her grandmother used to live in Graham
Park apartments and when
Webb’s City was closed down,
many of the seniors were left without a way to get food, so she
started going to different food
pantries and distributing food to
the residents.
When the Order of the Eastern Star, a Masonic appendant
body open to both men and
women, saw her good works in
the community, they invited her to

See PIONEERS, page 8
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

Why we need to know
about our history?

FRONT AND CENTER
a few outstanding individuals who achieved above
and beyond, but we just
It’s a serious matter to don’t hear that much
know the history of about them.
African Americans. Or
perhaps the alternative
could be that the only account we have would be
slavery and therefore no
intellect to control our future.
Dr. Carter G. Woodson, the founder of Black
History Week and the
Study of African American
Life
and
History (ASALH), wanted
Onesimus
to ensure the physical and
intellectual survival of the
race within the broader
Let’s look in the field
society. He once said, “If a of medicine at a littlerace has no history, it has known figure from the
no worthwhile tradition, it 1700s. An African born
becomes a negligible fac- man by the name of
tor in the thought of the Onesimus introduced
world, and it stands in the idea of vaccination to
danger of being extermi- Puritan minister Cotton
nated.”
Mather about the tradition of inoculation that
was practiced in his home
region in Africa.
Together they began
to inoculate soldiers
thereby saving many
lives. The medical community in Boston at that
time did not trust African
medical practices and
ridiculed Onesimus and
Mather.
Mather is a noted hisDr. Carter G. Woodson
torical figure, but not
much was ever menThere are many inter- tioned about Onesimus. It
esting little-known facts wasn’t until 2016 that he
about the remarkable ac- was recognized as a medcomplishments achieved ical hero in the Boston
by enslaved people and area.
their descendants. We
Lewis Latimer was
must look beyond the pre- another African American
sentations of the yearly pushed into the fringes of
historical figures and his profession. He along
usual suspects who are with Joseph Nichols inshowcased during Black vented the lightbulb with
History Month.
a carbon filament in 1881,
Especially for your in- which was an improveformation and knowl- ment on Thomas Edison’s
edge, presented here are original paper filament.

started by a college fraternity thanks to Dr. Carter
G. Woodson who was an
Omega and suggested
that the fraternity should
give more attention to
African-American life and
history.

BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.

Lewis Latimer
Also, Latimer supervised the installation of
public electric lights in
major American cities,
but Edison gets most of
the credit for inventing
the light bulb.

Frederick McKinley
Jones
We have Frederick
McKinley
Jones to
thank for our fresh groceries, for he invented the
air cooling units used in
transport trucks in the
1920s. Phil Brooks, another African-American
inventor received the first
U.S. patent for the disposable syringe.
Those of you who are
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
brothers may already
know that their fraternity
was the first to initiate a
program by the name of
Negro History and Literature Week in 1913. This
is perhaps one of the
biggest traditions ever

Back in 1939, Hattie
McDaniel was the first
African American to win
an Oscar in the role of
Best Supporting Actress
for “Gone With The
Wind.” She paved the way
for many other black actors but had not been allowed to attend the
premiere event of the
movie due to Jim Crow
laws in Atlanta.
Josephine Baker is
another notable entertainer. Not only was she
an iconic dancer and
singer, but she was also a
spy for the French military during World War II.
Since the French adored
Maggie Walker
and respected her, she
moved to Paris and renounced her American
Maggie Walker of citizenship.
Richmond, Va., was the
first female president of
any bank in the United
States.
While
other
women were unable to
make moves, she was
making waves with her
bank and newspaper publishing company.
Around the early
1900s, she achieved successes with the vision to
make improvements in
the way of life for African
Claudette Colvin
Americans and women by
encouraging bank savings and her lending practices.
Most
noteworthy,
nine months before Rosa
Parks there was a young
15-year-old
teenager
named
Claudette
Colvin, who refused to
give up her for seat to a
white man on a public bus
in Montgomery, Ala. Although she was ordered
to get up, she refused as
she thought about Sojourner Truth and Harriet
Tubman. Just like Rosa
Hattie McDaniel
Parks, she was arrested
for the act of civil disobedience.

Benjamin Banneker
We must know about
Benjamin Banneker,
who taught himself astronomy and math and
came to be known as
America’s “first African \American man of science.”
Banneker
published almanacs that
included astronomical calculations, weather conditions and tide tables, as
well as poetry and writings on literature, medicine and politics. He was
hired in 1791 to assist in
surveying the territory
for the nation’s new capital, Washington, D.C.
Those
individuals
mentioned are only a few
of the vast number of
African Americans who
have contributed so
much to the world, not
just to be mentioned in
Feb. There are facts relating
to
numerous
achievements and contributions of the black community in both Africa and
the Americas throughout
the history of human civilization. ASALH continues to seek and share
knowledge of our greatness.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.

CONNECT WITH US!
Community invited to bi-partisan forum on Amendment 4
There are 1.4 million
ex-felons across the state
of Florida depending on
our support to help them
earn their right to vote
after the passage of
Amendment 4 this past
Nov. The Poor People’s
Campaign St. Petersburg
will host a bi-partisan
community discussion on
the implementation of
Amendment 4 at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, Feb. 26, at the

Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church, located at
3940 18th Ave. S.
Confirmed panelist include State Senator Daryl
Rouson, State Representative Wengay Newton,
State Representative Jennifer Webb, the Office of
Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark and the
Office of Pinellas Clerk of
the Court Ken Burke will
also be on-site to answer

any questions related to
court-ordered restitution
or fines.
This is a FREE event.
The public is invited to
weigh in on this important discussion regarding
the restoration process
ex-offenders. Light refreshments
will
be
served. Please contact
Min. Corey Givens Jr. at
(727) 433-5477 with any
additional questions.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omali Yeshitela debates at
the Oxford Union, and won!

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

There are too many hypocrites
in the church!
Have you ever heard
the excuse I can’t go to
Church there are too
many hypocrites there?
Unfortunately the
words “sinner” and
“hypocrite” are being
confused. The confusion is one found between what one is and
what one does. Sinner is
the generic term of what
“one is.” Scripture says
all people are found in
this category, both in
and outside the Church.
Everyone falls short of
the perfection of God
which makes them a
sinner.
Being a Hypocrite is
specifically what one
does. Since hypocrisy is
a sin, we can say, all hypocrites are sinners. But
not all sinners are hypocrites. Those who dislike the church and its
explanation of man’s
predicament bring this
confusion by the statement “The church is full
of sinners so all sinners
are hypocrites. Therefore the church is full of
hypocrites.
But there is an obvious problem with this
parallel. Let me give an
illustration which makes
this clearer. The church
is full of sinners, murderers are sinners
therefore the church is
full of murderers. This
would be very unfair
and clearly inaccurate to
say. In the same way jail
has murderers therefore all who are in jail
are murderers. Another
example is certain cars
go very fast, so and so
was caught speeding in
his car. Therefore
everyone who buys this
certain car will speed
and break the law.
God says in Isa. 9:17:
“… for everyone is a
hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth
speaks folly. For all this
His anger is not turned
away, but His hand is
stretched out still.” God
loves the hypocrite in
and outside the church
and wants them to repent to become part of

the Church.
It’s a lot safer inside
the church struggling to
be honest than outside.
Job 13:16: “He also shall
be my salvation, for a
hypocrite shall not
come
before
him.
“Proverbs writes bad
company corrupts good
morals. Do the people
who go to church become better or worse?
Now ask yourself do
people who don’t go to
church become better
or worse.
What happens when
unsaved people see
those
who
attend
church sinning? They
think to themselves,
“That person is supposed to be a Christian,
Christians are not supposed to sin, since that
person is sinning, he’s a
hypocrite.” They assume that a Christian is
one who claims that he
does not sin. In reality
it’s just the opposite. For
someone to be a Christian, they must first
admit to be a sinner.
Being a sinner is a prerequisite for being a
Christian.
One
becomes
acutely aware of their
condition not only at salvation but through their
life. The Christian
church is exclusively
the only group of people
that requires a public acknowledgement of sin.
They are admitting they
have a condition seeking a remedy. Actually
the Church has fewer
hypocrites than any
other association because the definition of
the Church is a hospital
for sinners, all kinds.
If the Church ever
claimed to be an association of perfect people
then it certainly would
be hypocritical. But the
Church has never
claimed this. To answer
the charge that the
Church is full of sinners
is an accurate statement, one we accept. To
say it is full of hypocrites
is not!
Prov. 11:9: “The hyp-

ocrite with his mouth
destroys his neighbor,
but through knowledge
the righteous will be delivered.” In the Hebrew
language a hypocrite
meanshypocritical,
godless, profane, hypocrite, irreligious. This
means those who are
outside the church and
those inside who are not
being genuine in their
attempt to allow change
in their life.
Jesus called the religious leaders hypocrites
because they knew better. Matt. 7:5: “Hypocrite! First remove the
plank from your own
eye, and then you will
see clearly to remove
the speck out of your
brother’s eye.” Jesus
told us if we are going to
correct someone in
their activity we need to
first see that we are not
doing
the
same.
Strong’s Concordance
defines hypocrites as; an
actor under an assumed
character
(stageplayer), i.e. (figuratively) a dissembler.
Thayer’s defines it as: 1)
one who answers, an interpreter; 2) an actor, a
stage player; 3) a dissembler, a pretender, a
hypocrite.
What I find interesting is President Clinton,
in some people’s eyes.
the pattern of what a
hypocrite is. And yet no
one cares. He speaks on
family values and is
found unfaithful, he
then lies to the public,
the people closest to
him and the grand jury.
Yet everyone is willing
to look the other way.
Why is it America can
forgive a politician of
gross hypocrisy and
then find fault with the
Church. (Mr. Clinton
goes to Church doesn’t
he?) Personally I think
because they are no different than he is.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, PhD

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERSISERS
Join the Gibbs Gladiator

Alumni Association

OXFORD, England —
Last Dec. 8, Omali
Yeshitela, chairman of the
African People’s Socialist
Party, was messaged by
the Oxford Union requesting his participation in the
Thursday formal Oxford
debates.
The Oxford Union describes itself as “the
world’s most prestigious
debating society, with an
unparalleled reputation
for bringing international
guests and speakers to
Oxford.”
The invitation in part
read:
“Dear Mr. Yeshitela, I
hope this email finds you
well. I am writing to extend an invitation to speak
at the Oxford Union in our
forthcoming term.
Founded in 1823, the
Oxford Union is the
largest society at the University of Oxford and one
of the most famous student societies in the
world. In the past we have
hosted visits ranging from
US Presidents Reagan,
Nixon and Carter to Morgan Freeman and Malcolm X. Moreover, we are
famous for debating the
most important and pressing issues of the day, from
a ‘Liberty and Security
Debate’ last year, to the
‘King and Country’ debate
of 1933. We would love for
you to be a part of this tradition, and speak on the
motion: ‘This House Believes the Left Must Reclaim Populism’
With a lifetime of fighting for freedom for
African people, you are a
globally inspiring champion for racial equality and
socialism. Your vision has
been crucial to shaping
the theory of African Internationalism and indeed
the socialist movement
worldwide. This timely de-

bate would be hugely benefited by your irreplaceable perspective and
input.”
Despite Oxford issuing the debate topic a
month before the debate
was to occur, the hosts
shortly before the event
date changed it from the
previous topic to “Should
this house embrace an
ever
closer
African
union.”
The debate occurred
Jan. 24 and included participants to argue for and
against the position.
Yeshitela was assigned
to argue the proposition
along with Dr. Garang
Dut, a graduate officer at
Oxford and Dr. Reuben
Brigety, a former U.S. ambassador to the African
Union and permanent representative to the UN Economic Commission for
Africa.
Oxford’s opposition
lineup consisted of Professor Arthur Mutambara, a
former deputy prime minister of Zimbabwe and
president of a Movement
for Democratic Change
opposition party, as well
as Carine Kaneza Nantulya, an Africa advocacy
director with the Africa division at Human Rights
Watch and Ayman D’Souza, an Oxford student.
Even though Yeshitela
was assigned to a team, it
was clear his argument
was different from everyone that he was called to
debate against. The reasons some people believed Africa should have
a closer African union
weren’t the same reasons
as he gave.
“We are one Africa,
one nation! And we must
have closer union, but in
order for that to happen it
must be a revolutionary
union.”

Following
the
Yeshitela closing statement, the room roared
with applause, standing to
their feet with the chants
“Izwe lethu, i Afrika!” resounding throughout the
venue.
Students at the Oxford
Union would go on to say
that they had never seen a
standing ovation as long
as they’d worked the debates.
Yeshitela’s electrifying
presentation inspired the
students at Oxford, most
of them flocking to him at
the end of the evening.
One student, when
asked about how he received Yeshitela’s presentation, said, “It wasn’t an
address that we commonly see at the Union, it
wasn’t one that focused on
the semantics or the nittygritty of the argument, or
the motion, it was one that
called for outright revolution and the argument
that followed behind it applied revolutionary logic
that I’m glad he brought
to the union. It changed
my views.”
As a result of his argument, the proposition was
declared the winner, voted
two to one.
It was a groundbreaking moment in black history, and St. Pete’s black
community should be
proud of our very own,
being represented in the
best way!
To view the documentary of Yeshitela at the Oxford Union, plan to attend
the Uhuru Movement’s
“An Evening with Chairman Omali Yeshitela,”
where he will give an account of the debate.
The event is being
held March 10 beginning
at 3 p.m. at the Uhuru
House, located at 1245
18th Ave. S.

HELP WANTED
Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County

In inducting
13 new members to the

The Juvenile Welfare Board is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Chief Executive Officer

Gibbs High School
Athletic Hall of Fame
WHEN: Wednesday, Feb. 27 • Time: 7 pm
WHERE: Gibbs Auditorium, 850 34th St. S, St. Pete

2019 Inductees:
Johnny Ray Williams
Isiah Macon
Veronica Witchard Spears
John Smith
Leroy Sheeley
Damond Baldwin
Nathaniel Drayton

Omali Yeshitela in Oxford, England

Lester Skip Campbell
Johnny Grissom
Viretta Patterson Brooks
Larry Oliver
Lacy Shirley
Altamese Cannon

The Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County (JWB)
is seeking an innovative, experienced Chief Executive
Officer (CEO). See full position description:
www.jwbpinellas.org/about/careers Interested applicants
should submit a cover letter, resume, and salary range by
5:00 PM on Wednesday, March 20, 2019. All materials
must be submitted electronically in a Word or PDF
format to: ceosearch@jwbpinellas.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay loves their collard greens
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Crowds descended upon
the Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum to enjoy the
second annual Tampa
Bay Collard Green Festival last Saturday, Feb. 16.
The street festival included cooking, hands-on
urban agriculture demonstrations, collard green
tutorials, bounce houses
for the kids, and of
course, a collard green
cook-off to end all cookoffs.
This year’s festival featured Gullah culture in
the form of international
mix media artist Sonja
Griffin Evans, the Gullah

Diva, Sallie Ann Robinson
and eventgoers got a
chance to watch basket
weavers Michael Smalls,
a seventh generation basket-sewer, and his former
apprentice and cousin
Dino Badger in action.
Gullah Diva Robinson
had lines wrapped around
the corner hoping to get a
taste of her collard
greens with rutabagas,
shrimp and potatoes
salad and everyone’s favorite—fried ribs. Local
Chef Julius Forte of Forte
Fuels had the crowd
chomping at the bit to
taste his braised collard
greens and salmon. Both
chefs
gave
cooking
demonstrations
and
fielded questions from
the audience.

Samantha Harris, Kiva Williams, Boyzell Hosey

Howard Gunn, Jr., the
founder and former president of the Florida Black
Farmers and Agricultural
Association spoke on the
importance of growing
your produce and knowing where your food
comes from.
“Your health is your
wealth,” Gunn, Jr. said.
“Know your farmer, know
your food.”
He spoke about the
growth hormones and antibiotics that are in
today’s meats.
“How many have
eaten chicken that was so
big that you’re afraid to
eat pieces of it,” he asked.
“These young girls 13
years old look like they’re
35. The hormones are in
the chicken. If you eat it,

you are what you eat.”
Gunn, Jr. said we are
in a food revolution. People are paying extraordinary amounts of money
for food. He warned that
even if it’s labeled organic, the seed is genetically modified.
“When you start manipulating seeds, something is wrong,” he
asserted.
He said that most diseases are preventable and
that’s it all about what we
eat.
“What makes you
healthier is eating from
the soil, knowing where
your food comes from,
knowing what’s in your
food and then not living to
eat, but eating to live.”
This year, 10 budding

chefs entered into the collard green cook-off. Festivalgoers paid $10 a head
to crown 2019’s collard
green royalty. The competition was stiff this year,
with last year’s winner—
Bernard Rembart from
Munch’s
Sundries—
among the contestants.
But, there could be
only one, and this year it
was Kimberly BrownWilliams’ smoked neck
bones infused greens. So
what is her secret?
“A lot of love. I cook
from the heart,” she said.
“It’s ingredients that
everybody probably uses,
but I take my time. I don’t
skip; I don’t rush.”
Brown-Williams was a
judge in last year’s tasteoff, and although the en-

tries were pretty good,
she knew if she entered
she would be the one taking home the $500 prize.
She actually told the festival co-founder and organizer Boyzell Hosey that
she would be the winner
hours beforehand.
Well, the four hours
that it took to prepare—
two hours prep time and
two hours to cook—paid
off. Now the question is
what will she do with her
winnings?
“I don’t know,” she
laughed.
The second place
prize of $200 went to Kiva
Williams
of
Wesley
Chapel, and Randy Jackson from St. Pete took
home $100 for coming in
third.

Samantha Harris, Kimberly
Brown-Williams and Boyzell Hosey
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Olympic medalist leads ‘A Call to
Action’ at Healthy Aging talk Feb. 25
ST. PETERSBURG —
Olympian Calvin Smith,
along with Healthy St.
Pete, the Sunshine Center and the National Senior Games Association,
will present “A Call to Action for Healthy Aging”
on Monday, Feb. 25 from
5:30-7 p.m. at The Sunshine Center, 330 Fifth St.
N, St. Pete.
Smith, who earned a
Gold Medal in the 4x100meter relay in the 1984
Olympic Games in Los

Angeles and a Bronze
Medal in the 100-meter
dash in the 1988 Games,
will present reflections on
his track career and lessons learned about staying healthy and fit for life.
Representatives of the
National Senior Games
Association, the Sunshine
Center and Healthy St.
Pete will also speak about
the health, fitness and social benefits of participating in senior sports and
recreational activities at

local, state and national
levels. Attendees can
learn about the many opportunities in Florida to
join the Senior Games
Movement.
The first 10 people to
pre-register and attend
the event will receive a
free copy of Calvin
Smith’s book “It Should
Have Been Gold.”
To pre-register, call
(727) 893-7101. Refreshments provided.
Calvin Smith, National Senior Games reps slated to
speak at the Healthy Aging event.

w w w . T h e W e e k l y C h a l l e n g e r . c o m

Give your money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher interest rates.
Talk to a banker for more details. Offer expires March 22, 2019.
Platinum Savings Account

Fixed Rate CD

2.10%

2.60%

Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months1

Annual Percentage Yield for 11 months2

Enjoy a special interest rate for 12 months with new money
deposits of at least $25,000 and a minimum daily account
balance of $25,000 or more.

Guaranteed fixed rate with new money deposits of at least
$25,000 for an 11-month term.

Both accounts are FDIC-insured up to the maximum allowable limit. Platinum Savings offer available in CT, DC, DE, FL,
GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA. Fixed Rate CD offer available in AL, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NM, NV, NY, PA, SC and
VA. Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional interest rate bonus on these accounts.3
1. To qualify for this offer, you must have a new or existing Platinum Savings account and enroll the account in this offer between 01/21/2019 and 03/22/2019. This offer is subject to change at any time, without notice. This offer is
available only to Platinum Savings customers in the following states: CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 2.08% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources
outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates) to the enrolled savings account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this
offer is 2.10%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily account
balance is less than the $25,000 minimum, the Special Rate will not apply and the interest rate will revert to the standard interest rate applicable to your Platinum Savings account. As of 12/10/2018, the standard interest rate and APY
for a Platinum Savings account in CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA with an account balance of $0.01 to $99,999.99 is 0.03% (0.03% APY) and with an account balance of $100,000 and above is 0.05% (0.05% APY). Each tier shown
reflects the current minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon
the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, standard interest rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily
balance. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. Offer not available to Private
Banking, Wealth, Business Banking or Wholesale customers. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 01/21/2019 and 03/22/2019. The 11-month New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000
brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity.
Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or
more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity,
the Special Rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. Due to the new money requirement,
accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Wells Fargo reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Offer cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit offer. Minimum new money
deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a
minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by
Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs)
or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by
Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will discontinue and revert to the Bank’s then-current applicable rate or fee. For
bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells Fargo Prime Checking account will be
converted to another checking product or closed.
Investment and Insurance Products:
Are not Insured by FDIC or any Federal Government Agency

May Lose Value

Are not a Deposits of or Guaranteed by a Bank

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
NMLSR ID 399801

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
African attire lights up the walkway
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -- A
rainbow of African attire
lit up the walkway in front
of Tangela Murph-Bailey’s Reader’s Choice
Bookstore and Gift Expressions Feb. 5 at the
Skyway Mall.
Professionals, young
adults and children from
the community strutted
their stuff down a walkway turned runway, donning Yoruba blouses,
wrap skirts and dashikis
while saxophonist Henry
Ashwood provided a jazzy
soundtrack to the annual
event.
The part of mistress of
ceremony was played by
Tori Thomas, fresh from a
trip to Malawi.

“We fed more than
4,000 children and 500
adults,” said Thomas, as
she began to address the
audience at the fashion
show. “There wasn’t any
McDonald’s,
Burger
King, KFC. Wasn’t no
beef, pork or chicken in it,
just beans and rice, and
they were happy with
that!”
Thomas collected pennies from the audience to
help build a school for
Malawian children.
Local author Linda
Mobley received applause
as she graced the walkway in her regal red attire
with gold and white trim.
Former St. Petersburg
Times journalist Roger
Clendenning represented
the strength and wisdom
of local elder village men

in his kingly white robe
with silver and gray trim.
Marques Clark, motivational speaker and author,
performed
an
original poem honoring
the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Clark’s new book entitled
“Breaking Out: Escape
The Fear of Failure,”
echoes the theme of hope
passed down by Dr. King.
The highlight of the afternoon came in the form
of young African kings
and queens showcasing
their heritage in the form
of fashion. With royal
strides, the young ones
looked proud to be
Africans living in America.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2019

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
Emerging Leader 2019 Fellow –
Michael Shorter

Seeking Transformation Zone
teachers

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 2020 Plan, City of St.
Petersburg Department
of Urban Affairs and One
Community’s Emerging
Leaders Fellowship & Intern Program have engaged 11 young adults
ages 18-40 who have expressed a desire to grow
in community leadership.
The program will provide training for the fellows and interns then
supervise them to serve
as an active force in community advancement initiatives
with
introductions to many
community leaders. Our
community needs leaders to continue positive
movement in community
activism.
In partnership with
The Weekly Challenger,
the 2020 Plan would like
to introduce another dynamic member of the
Emerging Leaders Inaugural Class 2019 Fellow
Michael Shorter.
A native of St. Petersburg, Shorter is always
seeking to conquer
tough challenges, align
with or create something
unique and engage others. After graduating
from
Gibbs
High
School’s Business, Economic and Technology
Academy, he started a
Bachelor of Arts degree
in Business Marketing.
Shorter followed his
passion of becoming a licensed funeral director
and received an Associate of Science degree
from St. Petersburg College in Funeral Services
in 2010. As a licensed funeral director, he has

COUNTYWIDE
—
Pinellas County Schools
seeks educators to work
in its Transformation
Zone. The Transformation Zone is an area where
schools provide an environment with researched
strategies and systems in
an effort to increase student achievement and ensure college and career
readiness for students.
An information session/job fair will be held
Saturday, March 2 from 911:30 a.m. at the University of South Florida
South St. Petersburg’s
Lynn Pippenger Hall, 350378 7th Ave. S, St. Petersburg. The information
session will be held in
rooms LPH 127 and LPH
128. Teachers, counselors, psychologists and
social workers are invited
to attend the session.
A career in the Transformation Zone is a rewarding opportunity to
change lives and additionally offers opportunities
such as:
Additional Compensation

been serving the families
of Tampa Bay for the past
seven years.
In 2005, Shorter became the first Eagle
Scout from Troop 223,
based at his home
church of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. He has since
strived to increase his involvement in community
and
civic
service
throughout St. Pete.
His present involvement and leadership
roles include being the
executive director of
Louis Murphy Jr.’s 1st
Downs 4 Life, a minister
at Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church, director of generationRESTORED
Young Adults, board
member of The Rotary
Club of St. Petersburg
and committee member
of International Conference of Funeral Service
Examining Boards.

In Oct. 2015, Shorter
achieved one of the highest honors as a professional and obtained his
Certified Funeral Service
Practitioner designation
from the Academy of
Professional
Funeral
Service Practice, further
exemplifying his dedication to life-long career
learning.
Shorter is currently
the location manager of
Anderson McQueen Funeral Home in northeast
St. Pete and owner of
Shorter Services LLC, a
company that focuses on
leadership development,
strategic planning and
operations solutions for
business startups and
nonprofit organizations.
He lives in St. Pete
with his wife of eight
years, Ashley, their
three-year-old
son,
Michael III, and one-year
old daughter Sarai.

• High quality ongoing professional development
• Highly effective instructional leaders
• High performing
teachers
• Extended learning
day
• Full-time Student
Services team
•
Transformation
Zone District Support
Team
• Leadership development
• Data Analysis and
accountability
The Transformation
Zone is led by proven
turnaround leaders and is
designed to move schools
out of Differentiated Accountability status as a result of being designated a
“D’ or an “F” by the
Florida Department of Education. The mission is to
improve academic outcomes by providing intense
teaching
and
intervention that leads to
a turnaround in student
achievement, school culture and climate, and
community engagement.

With an innovative, 21
Century model of quality
education, Transformation Zone classrooms are
led by teachers, counselors, psychologist, social
workers,
and
instructional
coaches.
Transformation
Zone
teachers do not work in
silos but work shoulderto-shoulder with colleagues for the successful
education of every student.
A culture of collaboration is a hallmark of working in the Transformation
Zone. The positive impact
of the Transformation
Zone is the ability to deliver caring, committed,
and content expert educators throughout every
classroom experience.
For more information,
contact Raquel PerezRusso at 727-588-5007 or
perez-r ussor@pcsb.org
and or Jennifer MacClinchy at 588-6450 email
macclinchyj@pcsb.org.
Register by going to TheWeeklyChallenger.com
and using the link at the
bottom of the article.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Black Pioneers of the Sunshine City’ on WEDU
PIONEERS, from front page

MYRTIS LLOYD LOVETT
February 22, 1929 - January 11, 2015
In loving memory of someone
celebrating her 90th birthday in heaven
Over 4 years, I have cherished precious
memories of you each day,
However, the deep ache in my heart
never seems to go away.
Happy 90th Birthday Mother,
as you celebrate without me,
Because I never for get anyone’s birthday,
you know this wish comes from DEE.
Love and in Christ,
Your Elder Daughter Dee

CONNECT
WITH US!

known as the Deuces, in
the 1940s. In Jim Crown St.
Pete, the Deuces was
where African-Americans
residents created their
own main street with thriving black-owned businesses.
Archie Boston talked
about how the documentary came to be. “We
worked on the film about
two and a half years, starting in 2016. I had written a
book called “Little Rascals
of the Sunshine City,” so
my brother decided to
come up with the idea of
doing a documentary
about when we grew up in
St. Petersburg.”
Inspired by stories in
the book, the brothers decided to interview people
“who were there.” Both
brothers attended Gibbs
High School with many of
the people interviewed in
the film.
The documentary tells
the stories of educators,
pastors, activists and more.
Among those featured in
the film are the Uhuru
Movement’s
Omali
Yeshitela,
educator
Mozelle Davis, restauran-

teurs Carolyn and Elihu
Brayboy, historian and
business consultant Gwendolyn Reese, Parks and
Recreation
manager
Thomas “Jet” Jackson,
Frederick Winters, a
leader of the 1968 Sanitation Strike and Barbara
Shorter, the first AfricanAmerican high school
principal
in
Pinellas
County.
“Black Pioneers” is a

quick study at only an hour
long, and is filled with historical photos, films, video
footage along with music
from the ‘50s and ‘60s.
“Black Pioneers of the
Sunshine City” is scheduled to air on WEDU next
Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 1
p.m.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2019

9

COMMUNITY NEWS
Calling all black mentors
PALS, from front page

Since the beginning of
Lunch Pals, Diner has
sought other companies
and organizations to encourage their staffs to participate and meet with
students once a week during their lunch periods. As
of the close of the last
school year, 1,000 children
had been paired with a
mentor.
The goal was to get another 500 Lunch Pals for
this school year, and already the program has almost 1,400. The list of
partners has grown as
well and includes the St.
Pete Police Department
and the Tampa Bay
Times.
Anyone can donate his
or her time and be paired
with a young Lunch Pal,
Diner said. There is an orientation workshop that
prospective mentors must
attend, which takes about
an hour, and they must
submit to a background
check. The school system
provides resources to help
mentors connect with
their Lunch Pals as well,
such as a Lunch Pals
newsletter that gives ideas
to mentors for activities

and topics of discussion.
Mentors and kids
don’t usually spend their
time in the cafeteria,
Diner explained, as the
raucous atmosphere of a
school lunchroom can get
rather noisy. Diner himself meets with his lunch
pal on the picnic tables
outside, and they bond in
a variety of ways, which
can include talking, reading a book or simply playing a game. Volunteers
meet with their Lunch
Pals once a week and only
during that half hour as
there is no contact between them the rest of the
week.
It is often the principal,
a teacher or guidance
counselor at a particular
school that identifies a
child that would benefit
most by being paired up
with a lunch pal, and the
parents simply have to
agree to it.
“Lunch Pals is not a tutoring program,” Diner
said. “Lunch Pals is a mentoring program. The
schools are responsible
for helping the kids get
better—this is about making the kids feel better.

And we only have a half
an hour, and kids don’t
want to study over lunch.”
How mentor and child
spend the time together
isn’t as important as the
time spent together itself.
“The most important
thing you do is show up,”
Diner said, “because
that’s what’s missing in a
child’s life. What you do
there is almost secondary.”
During a visit with one
of his lunch pals, Diner
said he merely talked
about a recent trip he had
taken.
“We were just talking
about the trip,” Diner said,
“and I was reminding
them that they’ll be able to
take trips like this as long
as they keep doing good
in school and get good
grades and get a good
job!”
Diner has been desperately looking for folks
who will volunteer in elementary schools in south
St. Pete. It is the program’s goal to match
black and brown boys and
girls with mentors that
look like them.
Without much success

in reaching African-American professionals and retirees, the program is
sending out a call to action to the community,
asking for caring adults to
spend 30 minutes a day,
one day a week investing
in a child’s life.
If your fraternity,
sorority, church, social or
civic group is looking for
a service program that
will enhance the social,
economic and educational
well-being of the community, contact Keosha Simmons,
Lunch
Pals
Coordinator at 727-588-

6000 ext. 1369 or simmonskeo@pcsb.org.
For more information

on the Lunch Pals program, log on to lunchpals.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

Why dairy is bad for your health
The dairy industry’s
massive public relations
campaign dating back to
the 1960s has brainwashed most people into
thinking cow’s milk is
good for you when it, in
fact, is just the opposite.
Milk products or lacticinia, are a type of food
produced from or containing the milk of mammals, primarily cattle.
Dairy foods such as
cheese, yogurt, sour
cream, butter and ice
cream are all made with
milk.
Animal proteins produce acids when they are
digested in our bodies
and calcium is an acid
neutralizer. So when you
consume lots of animal
proteins, including milk,
it pulls calcium out of
your bones to neutralize
the acid. The human
body is meant to be
slightly alkaline, 7.2-7.6;

anything lower or higher
is not good for your
body’s systems.
People who consume
a lot of cow’s milk have a
higher incidence of osteoporosis and bone fractures. I know women
who have actually been
told to drink lots of milk
for their osteoporosis by
their doctors who have
really had no courses in
nutrition and are simply
repeating what they hear
in commercials.
Eating a lot of
cheese? Just know that if
you are, you are adding
saturated fat, sodium
(salt) and cholesterol to
your diet. Dairy also contains a massive amount
of growth hormones, antibiotics and steroids that
were injected into the
2,000 plus pound animal.
Even if you consume
organic, you are still consuming a cow’s natural

hormones, which is great
for a baby calf but is overload on a human body.
These animals are
constantly injected with
hormones to cause them
to lactate indefinitely.
Have you noticed girls
reaching puberty faster
and males developing enlarged breasts? Also,
men are now experiencing breast cancer as well.
And speaking of cancer, I would like to reveal
that milk and cheese
have also been linked to
prostate cancer. And
women who consume
four or more servings of
dairy per day are two
times more likely to develop ovarian cancer.
Plant-based foods do
not contain cholesterol;
however, one serving of
milk or cheese contains
as much as 30 mg of cholesterol. Dairy contains
high amounts of satu-

rated fat and cheese contains 400 mg of sodium
per ounce.
Dairy also causes inflammation in the body. I
always recommend that
anyone who has swelling
in their joint or pain to
get off dairy immediately, and if possible to go
on a vegan diet.
Milk allergies are
very common, and some
people do not realize that
some of their ailments
and allergies are coming
from dairy. Children can
get chronic ear infections, sinus and throat irritation and many are
placed on antibiotics instead of being told not to
consume dairy.
Dairy can even cause
vomiting and anaphylaxis. Some people also
suffer from lactose intolerance due to an inability
to properly digest milk,
which contains lactose.

Symptoms of lactose intolerance are gas, bloating, nausea, abdominal
cramping and diarrhea
that can get progressively worse as one gets
older.
Also, multiple studies
found the consumption
of dairy products by boys
or girls lead to an increased prevalence of
acne.
Cows are pumped full
of antibiotics because
they are kept in filthy
farm factories. As I mentioned in a previous article, these antibiotics are
transferred to us when
we consume meat injected with them or dairy
products. No wonder
there has been a surge in
antibiotic- resistant bacteria.
Milk is also linked to
weight gain. According
to a study of 12,000 children, the more milk they

Local chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
introduces newest members
to the community
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Delta Omicron
Sigma chapter of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity,
Inc. presented two new
brothers to St. Pete on
Feb. 10 amid an overflow
crowd at The Warehouse
@ The Pavilion.
Chapter
president
Antwann Jackson introduced Joel Shedrick, Jr.
and Darion Bentley as
the newest brothers inducted into the Delta
Omicron Sigma chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma. About
50 people—Sigma brothers and members of their
youth group, the Sigma
Beta Club, sisters of Zeta
Phi Beta, the constitutional sorority to Sigma,
family and friends—were
on hand at the new, intimate banquet spot on
49th Street South to publicly
acknowledge
Shedrick and Bentley’s
achievement.
“They already are
brothers,” Christopher
Lampley, first vice president of the local chapter,
explained to the crowd.
“We just have been so
busy working in the community. This is the first
break we’ve had to present these new brothers to
the community, where
they already have been
working hard.”
After several weeks of
studying the 105-year-old
fraternity’s history, symbolism, constitution and
culture, Shedrick and
Bentley were made
brothers of Phi Beta
Sigma during a ceremony Dec. 21. The
solemn and sacred induction ceremony is private,

as is the case with most
Greek-letter organizations, especially the historically
black
fraternities and sororities
collectively known as the
Divine Nine. Typically, a
“New Members Reception” follows shortly after
to publicly acknowledge
the accomplishment.
Shedrick is a native of
St. Pete and a graduate of
St. Petersburg High
School and St. Petersburg College. He is pursuing a Bachelors of
Applied Science in business management and
leadership.
He has worked for
Humana for seven years
and is a Medicaid prior
authorization coordinator, and has one daughter.
Bentley was born and
raised in St. Pete also and
is a graduate of Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical
University
(FAMU), where he
earned a degree in elementary education. He is
an on-site substitute at
the Midtown Academy
Center for Cultural Arts
& Gifted Studies and an
educational specialist for
the City of St. Petersburg.
Bentley and Shedrick
took right to the fraternity’s focus on lifting
local communities. Bentley serves as a tutor to
the Sigma Beta Club,
which consists of boys
eight to 18, and Shedrick
is chapter co-director of
the Sigma Beta Club.
Delta Omicron Sigma
is a Phi Beta Sigma chapter of college graduates

drank the more weight
they gained. Consuming
skim milk or two percent
made absolutely no difference than whole milk
in this study. This translates to adults too! If you
are trying to lose weight,
get off dairy products.
Some great substitutes
are
organic
unsweetened
almond
milk or organic unsweetened coconut milk.
If you have any questions regarding this article, please email me at
doctor valentine@aslimmeryou.us
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 855-771SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211. Log
on to www.aslimmeryou.us
for more information.

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Using her voice

carrying out the fraternity’s motto: “Culture for
Service, and Service for
Humanity.” The fraternity was founded Jan. 9,
1914, at Howard University in Washington, D.C.,
on the high ideals of
brotherhood, scholarship and service. The
Delta Omicron Sigma
chapter was established
in St. Petersburg on Nov.
14, 1963.
The Feb. 10 reception
was planned by brother
Dr. Cody Clark, chapter
director of education,
and brothers Lampley,
Greg Perkins, chapter director of the Sigma Beta
Club and Walter Brown.
Sponsors or participants in the reception included The Pavilion, “a
community of unique
shoppes” at 559 49th St.
S, George’s Grill at 1836
49th St. S and Reader’s
Choice Books, owned by
Tangela Murph-Bailey,
4341 34th St. S.

It is not enough to have talent. For
various reasons, some will still attempt
to discourage you. The choice is
yours. Will you press on or sit it out?
Meet Marian Ann Anderson. A
woman deemed one of the best American contraltos who has ever lived. She
was born in Philadelphia on Feb. 27,
1897, and died on April 8, 1993, in Portland, Ore. Anderson received honorary doctoral degrees from Howard
University, Smith College and Temple
University.
On Jan. 7, 1955, Anderson was the
first African American to sing at the
New York’s Metropolitan Opera
House. In 1984, she was the first recipient of the Eleanor Roosevelt Human
Rights Award of the City of New York.
Anderson sang at the presidential
inaugurations of both Dwight D.
Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy. In
1958, President Eisenhower appointed
Anderson a delegate to the Thirteenth
General Assembly of the United Nations. Also, in 1977, she was awarded
the UN Peace Prize.
Anderson’s extraordinary singing
ability was recognized at an early age.
At that time, however, her parents
could not afford to provide her with
music lessons. Still, she took advantage of musical opportunities given to
her through her church. Eventually,
community and church members
raised funds for her to attend a music
school for a year as well as to attend
high school.
After graduating from high school,
Anderson applied to an all-white music
school but was denied admission.
With the support of Philadelphia’s
African-American community, Anderson pursued her studies privately.
By the time she was 19 years old,
she had become a pupil of the famous
Giuseppe Boghetti, a teacher to notable opera singers. Boghetti was so
impressed by Anderson’s talent that
he gave her free lessons for a year.
Anderson’s big break occurred in
1925 when she won first prize in a
singing competition sponsored by the
New York Philharmonic. Winning the
competition meant that Anderson got
to perform in concert with the orchestra on August 26, 1925. Her performance impressed the audience and
music critics alike.
Due to the severity of racial prejudice in the United States, in the 1930s
Anderson went to Europe where she
launched very successful European
singing tours. In 1939, she attempted

to rent Constitution Hall, a concert facility in Washington, D.C. owned by
the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). As talented and tested as
she was, Anderson was not allowed to
perform because of her race. Many
protested, including then-First Lady to
the United States Eleanor Roosevelt.
Mrs. Roosevelt, along with many
other prominent women, resigned
from the DAR because of this injustice.
Instead of singing at Constitution Hall,
Anderson performed at the Lincoln
Memorial. Drawing a crowd was no
problem. On that Easter Sunday of
1939, 75,000 people heard her sing.
Interestingly, in 1943 Anderson
ended up sing to an integrated audience at Constitution Hall through an
invitation of the DAR. Their membership requested Anderson to use her
voice as part of a benefit for the American Red Cross. It appeared that over
the course of four years, DAR had
evolved to a more inclusive stance.
When thinking about Anderson’s
life, one is not surprised that she was
active in supporting the Civil Rights
Movement during the 1960s. She used
her voice not only for her personal advancement, but to enhance the lives of
those around her.
As you can image, Anderson received numerous honors and awards,
which included the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1963, the Congressional
Gold Medal in 1977, the Kennedy Center Honors in 1978, the National Medal
of Arts in 1986 and a Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award in 1991.
When the world told Anderson
“no,” she used her voice anyway. Are
you using yours?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
St. Pete filmmakers return to
Sundial with Feb. 24 screening
of ‘AGENT X’
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The ambitious espionage
thriller “AGENT X” by
filmmaking team Jabaar
Edmond and Cranstan
Cumberbatch is back
and audiences can see an
updated cut of the film, at
AMC Sundial Sunday,
Feb. 24 at 7 p.m.
The hometown, highaction story was based
on an original story by
Edmond and co-written,
co-directed and co-produced by Edmond (909
Films) and Cumberbatch
(AmaznCran’s Creative
Works).
Cumberbatch, who
plays the lead, described
it as a story of a secret
agent who gets brought
in to find out who’s carrying out drone attacks on
victims in St. Pete.
After an initial screening during the Sunshine
Film Festival in Jan.,
Cumberbatch said the
team received “congratulations and accolades
with interest to see more
of the film.”
“As we worked with
the feedback from our
first screening, this version has newer scenes
and more added to the
storyline than the first
screening,”
Cumberbatch.
He explained that the
festival
screening
process is vital because it
allows the team to hear
from the audience and
make changes and allows
the viewer to become

part of the process
through a post-screening
talk back process.
While they received
some critiques, Cumberbatch acknowledged that
was a large part of why
the screening process is
so crucial for smaller
budget films.
“It’s a low-budget production, but it showcases
the potential of what
could happen if we were
given a larger budget,”
he asserted.
“That is a big part of
the reason why we do
screenings, especially
when you don’t have the
big Hollywood budgets,
you have to arrange your
own premiers and test
screenings. But the gift
of that is you also give an
opportunity for the community to grow with us
and the project, which
helps a lot as we move
forward.”
Cumberbatch
was
grateful that the film is
getting support and related that ABC’s Channel
10 “Morning Blend”
show gave them a spotlight interview on TV to
share more about the
film and the upcoming
screening on Feb 24.
After the Sundial
screening, Cumberbatch
said the team will hit the
film festival circuits and
meet with investors for a
nationwide
screening
tour.
The team is also planning to debut an
“AGENT X” Comic Book
at Afrocom Comic Book
festival this coming

March in Tampa. Cumberbatch said the comic
book is designed to not
only be entertaining like
the movie but will also be
educational and informative with emphasis on
digital entrepreneurship
and S.T.E.A.M. education.
“AGENT X” is the
second film coming out
of the C.D.A.T. (Community Development And
Training Center, a 501c3
organization)
New
IMAGE Project, with last
year’s “Art in the City”
movie being the first to
launch from the CDAT
team last year.
“AGENT X” cast includes Cranstan Cumberbatch, Mika “Minnie”
Lawton, Richard Michael
Stefanik, Louis Joseph,
Tim Cameron, Marco
Solo, John Mohammed,
Amy Rose, Rich Gil, Debbie Garrett, Maxx Grist,
James Patterson, Patrick
Miller, Lorenzo Carswell,
Kyle Nardo and Ann P.
Assistant director of photography was George
“Napps” Carty; camera
was provided by Tim
“Cam Da Cameraman”
Cameron, Patrick Miller
and Jalisa; production assistant was Amy Rose.
To purchase tickets
for the Feb. 24 screening,
go to Eventbrite. To
learn
more,
visit
www.agentxthemovie.co
m, Facebook or Instagram.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

On the Scene
with Faye

BY FAYE TIPPY

‘PIPELINE:’ A compelling drama
exploring education, race and class
ST. PETERSBURG — The premise
for “PIPELINE” is timely and serious,
especially in a town where many of the
predominately black schools are nationally known as “failure factories.”
The play’s title refers to the school-toprison pipeline, which disproportionately
affects
children
from
disadvantaged backgrounds by targeting them with harsh school and municipal policies.
The prison link unreasonably affects black and brown students, particularly males. Its root causes are
numerous and can be traced back to
the zero-tolerance policies that set predetermined consequences or punishments for specific offenses, often
ending in arrest or expulsions. These
policies are referred to as the discipline gap, which in turns feeds the
achievement gap.
“PIPELINE” calls attention to the
limitations of our educational system
and the legacy of violence confronting
black and brown youth in America. I
thought I had a grasp on the situation,
but I was woefully underinformed.
The production got my attention
and awakened some sensitivities and
exposed nuances I was utterly unaware existed. Also interestingly, it
demonstrates that not only poor black
and brown males are subject to this situation, and that middle-income students can face the same stigmas in
elite schools resulting in the same conclusion.
Written by playwright Dominique
Morriseau, a 2018 recipient of the
MacArthur Foundation “Genius
Grant,” the play, which was commissioned by Chicago’s Steppenwolf Theater, premiered in New York City in
2017 at the Kennedy Center. The
American Stage performance run is
the Tampa Bay area premiere.
Director L. Peter Callender, who
was available after the performance to
speak to audience member, sums up
the story this way: “’PIPELINE’ is a
work that solemnly wails a mother’s
grief and anger, shares a father’s heartbreak, shouts a teacher’s dogged determination to inspire, grapples with
young love yearning to be realized,
and most importantly, insists we hear

the cries of a brilliant young man with
two strikes against him simply begging to be listened to, to not assume he
is a criminal based on the color of his
skin; asking that we treat him fairly,
and have someone show up for him,
understand his righteous rage.”
I could not have framed it better.
The intimate setting of 148 seats at the
theater lent itself perfectly to finding
me leaning in as to not miss a single
word of this exceptionally well thought
out, well written, exquisitely acted play.
It is a fast-paced 90 minute one-act play.
The interchanging mobile sets kept
the action and drama on pace.
It was thought-provoking and left
the viewer with more questions. This
work is definitely for our times. It is a
reflection of what’s happening in our
school systems all across the country.
Teachers, parents, community leaders
and students should definitely make
plans to attend.
‘PIPELINE’ runs through Feb. 24
with matinees and evening performances. Don’t forget to stay for chats
with the actors after the performance,
and ticket holders are invited to arrive
early for an exclusive prologue presented by American Stage apprentice
Rose Hahn 30 minutes prior to each
performance.
Call the box office for more information at 727-823-PLAY (7529), or log
on to americanstage.org.
To reach Faye Tippy, email
ftippy@theweeklychallenger.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
Next showing Feb. 24 at Sundial AMC

TheWeeklyChallenger.com
OPEN CASTING CALL
The 8th annual “Passion/
The Resurrection”
production is looking for:
Actors • Praise Dancers
Christian Rap Artist
Auditions: February 24
Location: Victory Christian Center, 3012 18th Ave S.
Actors can have a monologue
or we can do improvisation
Rap Artist be prepared to perform
Dancers can be choreographed or freelance

This is an amazing opportunity for locals
to showcase their talent while participating
in this rewarding form of outreach.
For more information,
contact Angelia Fletcher at (727) 403-8111
or Dominique Patterson at (727) 768- 1473.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS

Women’s Growth Institute
35th Annual Retreat
at Southside Tabernacle Baptist
3647 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-327-9711 • www.sstbc.org

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

MARRIAGE
M Mighty GOD, from whom all blessings flow,
A

Allow Your Holy Spirit to bless us and let us know;

R

Revelation in your presence and righteousness as we stand;

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Alicia Williamson-Garcia

R

Redemption for our sins, as we humbly hold Your Hand.

I

Involve us in your purpose, and keep us in Your sight.

Theme: Rest In The Lord
“Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

A

Amazing is Your awesome grace and we thank You JESUS for

Saturday, March 9 • 8:30am-3pm

Workshops Speakers and Topics

Your might.
G

Give our hearts new meaning, as we seek Your Holy Face.

E

Enlarge our spirits and renew our minds with wisdom
directed by Your pace.

Tonjua Williams, Speaker,
President of St. Petersburg College
Make Prayer the First Priority Instead of a Last Resort

Together, hand in hand with You,
we will walk by faith in Your loving grace.

Cynthia Coney, Speaker,
Executive Director of CC Ministries

AMEN

Holding Fast During the Storm of Life

Special Music by
Willie Corbett was born and raised in Tarpon Springs. She is married
to Walter Corbett, they have four children and five grand children. She is
a faithful member of Faith Memorial M.B. Church, where she sings in
the Faith ensemble, and combined choir and serves as a Sunday School
Teacher, and other ministries at Faith.

Join us in Early Morning Praise & Worship
Saturday 8:30am • Continental Breakfast 8-8:30am
Lunch provided Saturday at Mid-Day

JESUS is our truth and we will forever
trust in You Heavenly Father
“Love always protects, always trusts, always perseveres.
Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:7-8
Happy Blessed 30th Anniversary
Russell & Dierdre Jackson
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Recreation: There’s Nothing Wrong
with Starting Again!
“And I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and
there was no more sea.”
Revelation 21:1
In the beginning, God
created the first heaven and
the first earth (Genesis 1).
When God created the
heaven and the earth, they
were pure and in perfect
harmony with God’s will,
purpose and plan. Heaven
was defiled through the
lower level consciousness of
the angels. Consciousness is

our awareness of God. They
began to operate in dualism.
Through the fall in consciousness of Adam and
Eve, the earth was corrupted with sin, sickness,
death, pain, poverty, disharmony, dysfunction, discomfort and disease. Since
Jehovah’s creation (heaven
and earth), were contaminated and they were not fulfilling
God’s
original
purpose for them, God decided to destroy them and
create something new. God
decided to create a new

heaven and a new earth.
God decided to recreate, to
do it all over again. God decided to try it one more
time.
Sometimes we must
allow the old things that we
have created to pass away if
they are not fulfilling the
purpose for which God created them and create something new. There is nothing
wrong with recreating.
There is nothing wrong with
doing it over again. There is
nothing wrong with trying it
one more time.

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion family
will observe the Church’s
102nd Anniversary and the
Pastor’s 267h year of service
with the theme, Working Together for God’s Purpose. (Romans 8:28.) Various groups
will be participating. Nightly
anniversary services for the

week will begin at 7:30pm.
Thursday- February 21Gethsemane MBC- Reverend Ron Gibson, Pastor
Friday-February
22—
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church, Reverend Ernest
Jones, Pastor
Sunday-February
24-

11am - Pastor Cortez J.
Williams, Jr. Gideon’s Army
Ministries Church of the Living God
First Mount Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South and Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s Desk
Abraham’s Life of Faith –
“He went out, not knowing
where he was going.” Hebrews 11:8
In the Old Testament, a
person’s relationship with
God was seen by the degree
of separation in that person’s
life. This separation is exhibited in the life of Abraham by
his separation from his country and his family. When we
think of separation today, we
do not mean to be literally
separated from those family
members who do not have a
personal relationship with
God, but to be separated
mentally and morally from
their viewpoints. This is
what Jesus Christ was referring to in Luke 14:26.
Living a life of faith
means never knowing where
you are being led. But it
does mean loving and knowing the one who is leading.
It is literally a life of faith, not
of understanding and reason—a life of knowing Him
who calls us to go. Faith
rooted in the life of a person,
and one of the biggest traps
we fall into, is the belief that
if we have faith, God will
surely lead us to success in
the world.
The final stage in the life
of faith is the attainment of

character, and we encounter
many changes in the
process. We feel the presence of God around us when
we pray, yet we are momentarily changed. We tend to
keep going back to our
everyday ways and the glory
vanishes. A life of faith is not
a life of one glorious mountaintop experience after another, like ‘souring eagles’
wings, but it is a life of day-in
and day-out consistency, a
life of not fainting (see Is.
40:31). It is not even the
question of the holiness of
sanctification, but of something which comes much
further down the road. It is
a faith that has been tried
and proven and has withstood the test. Abraham is
not a type or example of the
holiness of sanctification, but
a type of the life of faith—
faith, tested and true, built
on the true God. Abraham
believed God. (Romans 4:3)
On Saturday St. Mark
held a Ministry Recognition
Luncheon at the Raymond
James Community Center
where the various Ministries
were encouraged by Rev.
Watson Haynes to continue
working on ministering in
our families, the church, the
community and even on foreign fields. We were pre-

sented with a report regarding the foreign field from two
missionaries from St. Mark,
Deacon Ernie Coney and
Sister Melanie Coney, who
took part in a missionary
journey to Liberia, Africa
earlier this year. The weekend was concluded with St.
Mark joining Galilee M. B.
on Sunday afternoon in fellowship and celebration of
the Church’s 79th Church’s
Anniversary and Pastor’s
Jones’ 39th Anniversary.
Once again, Congratulations!!
We’re looking forward to
the fourth Sunday, when
new members will receive
the Right Hand of Fellowship and begin their journey
of further service to the
church and the community.
Praise God for additional laborers for the field.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our hope
that you will continue to do so
– as a member or a friend of the
Ship. Where, with open hearts
and arms, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First
Lady Teresa L. Evans, the Official Family and Members
stand ready to make you most
welcomed. Trusting that your
time spent with us will be a life
changing experience, first as an
honored visitor/guest and
should the Lord lay it upon
your heart to become a part of
our Church Family as we are a

body of believers. Wednesday
starts with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed
by “Wednesday in the Word”
(the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. Sundays,
Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am, Church Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm of
our faith) begins at 9:30 am and
finally our Mid-Morning Worship Service at 10:45 am. All
will have the opportunity to experience the “It’s just nice to be
nice” church. Don’t sit out
church, God has Blessed us
tremendously, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.

For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300
31st Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 - Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transportation is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church is pleased to host an extraordinary worship experience
featuring the Watoto Children’s
Choir. The choir from Uganda
will minister through their new
album entitled, “We Will Go” on
Friday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. They
have traveled the world extensively since 1994 as ambassadors of hope for Africa’s
orphaned and vulnerable. On almost every day of the year, the
choir is performing somewhere
in the world.
The experience of traveling
helps the children develop confidence and boldness, as well as
broaden their worldview. The
ministry serves to rescue individuals and to raise each one as
a leader in their chosen field so
they in turn will rebuild their nation. As the children share their
personal stories and present live
worship music, you will see firsthand the power of God’s love
transforming lives around the

world. The choir’s message is
simple, “It is possible to have
joy, to laugh and to have hope,
no matter what you are going
through. Look at what God has
done in my life.”
Other than visiting Africa
yourself, what better way to
learn all about the good work
God is doing through Watoto
than by meeting the children
and hearing their stories? The
Watoto Children’s Choir would
love to share the hope they have
found in Jesus with your con-

gregation and our community.
Check them out on YouTube.
You don’t want to miss this!
Watoto is more than just a
choir!!! Above all, they serve as
ambassadors for Jesus the
Christ. Come participate in this
free worship experience. A freewill offering will be accepted
and all contributions will be presented to the Choir in order to
further their ministry for the
glory of God and in bringing
good to others.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Neighborly Senior Café is looking needs new members
VALENTINE, from front page

join their organization.
Most of the seniors in
attendance are members
of Neighborly Senior
Café, which is a free government funded program
located at several centers
throughout
Pinellas
County. This year, seniors
and volunteers from area

churches also joined in on
the fun.
Along with a hot, nutritious meal, Neighborly offers
participants
informational programs,
cooking demonstrations,
entertainment and activities seven days a week.
They experience social in-

teraction that is beneficial
for their overall health
and wellbeing. To participate, you must be at least
60 years old.
Neighborly offers pick
up and drop off to and
from the Enoch Davis
Center, or if you’re homebound or would just

rather stay home, they
also offer Meals on
Wheels.
Cheryl Holliday, a
Neighborly site coordinator at the Enoch Davis
Center said the seniors
seem to enjoy the fellowship the program has to
offer.

With the program
nowhere near capacity,
Holliday encourages seniors to come down and
discuss their options. Although the café is open
seven days a week, Tuesday through Thursdays
are the best days to chat
with her.

If you’re not too busy
between the hours of 10-1
p.m. Monday through Friday and would like to get
out of the house and meet
new people, please call
Holliday at (727) 823-4442
to help get you signed up.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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